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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Nicholas C. Dranias 
Nick Dranias Law & Policy Analysis LLC 

www.ndlawpolicy.com  
3145 E. Chandler Blvd., Ste 110 

Phoenix, AZ 85048 
Mobile: 602-228-2582 

ndranias@ndlawpolicy.com 

Professional Career 
General Counsel, Honduras Próspera Inc. and Affiliates, September 2018 to Present 
• Led internal and external legal team to organize successful @$12.5m Series A and @

$70m Series B private offerings. Handled or coordinated all internal and external legal 
engagements and transactions of international special economic zone organizer and 
affiliates, including the acquisition and development of more than $20m in real estate; 
formation and maintenance of numerous legal entities in multiple jurisdictions and 
industries (insurance, employment placement, municipal services); as well as enforcer of 
due diligence and compliance (tax, employment, KYC-AML, FCPA) policies. 
Educational lead for policy makers and embassy officials.

• Managing in-house and external legal teams; negotiating, drafting, modifying and closing 
contractual, corporate and business formation documents of all types, including business 
organization documents, private offerings, financing instruments and agreements, and real 
estate development instruments and agreements; overseeing anticorruption and regulatory 
compliance.

Legislative Counsel, Próspera ZEDE, September 2018 to Present 
 Furnishing policy analyst, parliamentarian, and legislative drafting support to Próspera

ZEDE’s Technical Secretary and Council of Scholars (on loan from North Bay GSP, Inc.
the Próspera General Service Provider and affiliate of Honduras Próspera Inc).

 Principal legal architect and draftsman of governance policies and rules of special
economic zone in regulatory, fiscal, and administrative divisions.

Chairman of the Board, Próspera Arbitration Center LLC, January 2020 to Present 

 Furnishing oversight of management and operations for the default arbitration center of
Próspera ZEDE;

Senior Litigation Counsel, Arizona Attorney General, Government Accountability & Special 
Litigation Unit, February 2018 to September 2018 
 Regulatory Policy Analyst

Researching and drafting official positions of the Arizona Attorney General for comments
on federal rulemaking.

 Constitutional Litigator
Investigating and litigating complex constitutional claims and positions where the State
of Arizona or its agencies are the plaintiff or amicus party.
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 Consumer Fraud Litigator 

Investigating and prosecuting consumer fraud claims typically involving losses in excess 
of $1 million. 
 

 Public Resource Electioneering Litigator 
Investigating and prosecuting violations of Arizona’s prohibition on the use of public 
resources for electioneering by public officials. 

 
 Instructor, Grand Canyon University, Colangelo College of Business, Aug. 2018 to Present 

 Adjunct Faculty Member 
Teaching undergraduate course in Ethical and Legal Issues in Business. 

 
 Pres. & Exec. Director, Compact for America Educ. Found., September 2014 to Jan. 2018 

 October 2014 to January 2018: Fighting for a Federal Balanced Budget 
Raised approximately $1 million to support and lead efforts to organize the states into a 
formal “turn-key” agreement to advance and ratify a federal Balanced Budget 
Amendment by deploying the Article V amendment process. Gave expert testimony before 
U.S. House Judiciary Committee and at more than three dozen legislative hearings in two 
dozen state legislatures, which resulted in five states passing legislation to join the 
Compact for a Balanced Budget and eight chambers in eight more states passing the 
same legislation. 
 

 July 2016 to January 2018: Offering Local Communities the Option of Freedom 
Raised approximately $200k to support and lead cutting-edge efforts to give any local 
community that wants it a reset button for big government, replacing the spaghetti code 
of crony regulations and handouts with a state-of-the-art free market and limited 
government policy environment. Gave expert testimony in three states, which resulted in 
the bill passing six legislative hearings and one chamber. 

 
 Constitutional Policy Director, Goldwater Institute, April 2008 to September 2014 

 September 2013 to July 2014: Working to Free the Retail Electrical Market 
Led policy advocacy and expert testimony to support deregulating the Arizona retail 
electricity market during administrative fact finding before the Arizona Corporation 
Commission. 
 

 February 2012 to January 2015: Defending a City’s Right to Exist (Tombstone v. 
U.S.F.S.) 
Spearheaded litigation effort to establish the 10th Amendment protects states and their 
subdivisions from federal regulations that prevent them from using and enjoying their 
property in order to fulfill the essential functions of protecting public health and safety. 
 

 August 2008 to November 2011: Stopping Government from Penalizing Free Campaign 
Speech (McComish v. Bennett/Arizona Free Enterprise Club v. Bennett) 
Led challenge to Arizona’s matching funds campaign speech regulation scheme to the 
U.S. Supreme Court and succeeded in freezing the unconstitutional system under the All 
Writs Act even before the Court granted certiorari. 
 

 May 2013: Defending the Tenth Amendment from Abuses of the Treaty Power (Amicus 
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Brief in Bond v. United States) 
 

 February 2012: Enforcing Health Care Freedom Laws Against Obamacare (Amicus Brief 
in Dept. of Health and Human Services v. Sebelius) 
 

 September 2011: Linking State Sovereignty to the Protection of Constitutional Liberty 
(Amicus Brief in Montana Shooting Sports Assoc. v. Holder) 
 

 Fall 2009: Creating a Beachhead for Liberty in Scottsdale (City of Scottsdale Local 
Liberty Charter Amendment Effort) 
 

 November 2009: Supporting Incorporation of the Right to Bear Arms to the States 
(Amicus Brief in McDonald v. Chicago) 
 

 February 2009: Joining the Fight against Preclearance (Amicus Brief in Northwest Austin 
Municipal Utility District v. Holder). 

 
 Staff Attorney, Institute for Justice, April 2005 to March 2008 

 December 2007: Victory for Taxi Entrepreneurs (Minneapolis Taxi Reform); 
Successfully intervened on behalf of a taxi entrepreneur and developed legal theory that 
was relied-upon to dismiss a lawsuit brought by the existing taxi cartel to block new 
entrants from availing themselves of regulatory reforms that opened-up the Minneapolis 
taxi market. Previously succeeded in organizing diverse coalition of businesses, ethnic 
groups and academics to spearhead the passage of regulatory reforms that opened-up the 
Minneapolis taxi market. 
 

 August 2007: Administrative Search Regime Quashed (McCaughtry v. Red Wing); 
Succeeded in quashing illegal administrative search warrants for rental properties. 
 

 December 2006: Trash Monopoly Scheme Stopped (Paul’s Indus. Garage v. Red Wing); 
Succeeded in stopping the implementation of an ordinance that would have required all 
commercial and industrial waste to be processed only by the municipal incinerator. 
 

 October 2006: Municipal Regulatory Red Tape Cut (Dahlen v. City of Minneapolis) 
Succeeded in securing consent judgment requiring Minneapolis to timely process 
occupational license applications for people who hang signs and billboards for a living.   
 

 May 2006: Meaningful Eminent Domain Reform Enacted 
Member of lobbying team that spearheaded the passage of legislative reforms to protect 
homes, farms and small businesses from eminent domain abuse. 
 

 April 2006: Victory for Vintners & Consumers (Crockett v. MN Dept. of Public Safety) 
Succeeded in securing consent judgment barring the State of Minnesota from enforcing a 
law that forbade wineries across the country from accepting online orders from 
Minnesotans. 
 

 June 2005: Cosmetology Regulations Untangled (Anderson v. Minnesota Board of 
Barber and Cosmetologist Examiners) 
Succeeded in securing consent judgment requiring the Minnesota Board of Barber and 
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Cosmetologist Examiners to cease regulating hairbraiders as cosmetologists. 
 

 Managing Member, Nick Dranias Law & Policy Analysis LLC, April 2012 to Present 
 September 2014 to January 2018: Non-Profit Consultant 

Contracted out fulltime personal C-level management, policy analysis, lobbying, media 
engagement, and fundraising services to a start-up 501(c)(3) non-profit. 
 

 April 2012 to February 2018: Transactional Practice 
Coordinating with “of counsel” associates as needed, concentrated on furnishing full 
spectrum representation for startup and established businesses and non-profits, including 
quarterbacking litigation strategies and tactics, drafting, negotiating, for-profit and non-
profit affiliations, loan and security interest documentation, and consummating business 
organizational and maintenance documents, commercial leases, real estate contracts 
(both domestically and internationally), Regulation D-exempt private offering 
documentation, and settlements of disputes. 
 

 Policy Analyst and Educator 
Coordinating with associated analysts as needed, concentrating on researching, drafting, 
testifying, publishing, lecturing, engaging media, and lobbying in support of public policy 
issues and legislative reforms, including economic liberty, political liberty and structural 
constitutional issues. 

 
 Associate, Dranias, Harrington & Wilson (Chicago), 1996 to March 2005 

 Transactional Practice 
Concentrated in negotiating, drafting, modifying and closing contractual, corporate and 
business formation documents of all types; including business organization documents, 
software licensing agreements, financing instruments and agreements, leasing 
agreements, and real estate development instruments and agreements. Represented urban 
developers in the City of Chicago navigating complex property and local regulatory 
issues in the context of revitalizing low income neighborhoods through new construction 
and rehabbing involving from 4 to 200 unit developments, both multifamily and single 
family. Also represented land acquisition investors and suburban developers in DuPage, 
Kane, Will, and Kendall counties engaged in acquiring up to 1,000 acre parcels and 
constructing new communities of up to 400 single family homes. 
 

 Civil Litigation Practice 
Developed extensive litigation experience focused in commercial, business, real estate 
and personal injury law, including substantial jury and bench trial (3 jury trials and 10+ 
bench trials), ADR (30+ arbitrations and mediations), and appellate experience 
(30+appeals). 

 
Professional Affiliations, Certifications and Awards 

 Licensed to practice law in Arizona, Illinois, District of Columbia, Minnesota, and Texas; 
 Licensed Arizona Escrow Agent; 
 Member of the federal bars of the U.S. Supreme Court, Court of Appeals for the Seventh, 

Eighth and Ninth Circuits, as well as the U.S. District Courts for the District of the 
District of Columbia, the District of Arizona, Northern District of Illinois, District of 
Minnesota, and the Eastern District of Wisconsin; 

 Board Member, Mountain States Legal Foundation, May 2021 to Present; 
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 Research Fellow & Policy Advisor, The Heartland Institute, January 2014 to Present; 
 Expert/Speakers Bureau, Federalist Society, January 2012 to Present; 
 Law & Civil Liberties Speaker, Students for Liberty, February 2017 to Present; 
 Advisory Council Member-Civil Liberties, Our America Initiative, August 2014 to 

Present; 
 Member, Council of Scholars, Compact for America Educational Foundation, January 

2018 to Present; 
 Member, Advisory Council, Compact for America Action, January 2018 to Present; 
 Of Counsel, Goldwater Institute, October 2014 to January 2015; 
 Awarded the 2005 Oliver Wendell Holmes Award for Outstanding Service to the 

Chicago Bar Association; 
 Served as Co-Editor of the YLS Journal of the Chicago Bar Association Record from 

2003 to 2005; 
 Approved by Minnesota Supreme Court as a “qualified” neutral mediator; 
 Eligible for admission upon motion to most U.S. jurisdictions. 

 
Sample Cases 

 McComish v. Bennett, 130 S. Ct. 3408 (2010); 
 Paul’s Indus. Garage, LLC v. Red Wing, 2006 WL 3804243 (D. Minn. 2006); 
 Concrete Products, Inc. v. Centex Homes, 721 N.E.2d 802 (Ill. Ct. App. 1999). 

 
Academic Accomplishments 
 J.D., Loyola University of Chicago, School of Law, May 1996: 

 Senior Member of the Loyola University Law Review; 
 Received highest grade awards in Legal Writing, Land Use Law, and Remedies classes; 
 Member of national labor law moot court team. 

 
B.A., Boston University, May 1993: 
 Double Major in Philosophy and Economics; 
 Graduated cum laude; 
 Received award for best writing in German language course; 
 President of B.U. Objectivist Club. 

 
Significant Published Works 
 Law Review and Journal Articles 

 Creating the First Honduran ZEDE: Lessons in Political Economy, Institutional 
Design, and Governance Systems, Journal of Special Jurisdictions, Issue 2, Vol. 1, 
159 (2021)—with Erick Brimen and Trey Goff; 

 The Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies, Water Access Rights: City 
of Tombstone v. U.S.A., 3 Arizona Summit L. Rev. 1, 219 (2014); 

 Introducing “Article V 2.0”: The Compact for a Balanced Budget, 15 Engage J. 
Federalist Soc’y Prac. Groups 2 (2014); 

 The Local Liberty Charter: Restoring Grassroots Liberty to Restrain Cities Gone 
Wild, 3 Phoenix L. Rev. 113 (2010); 

 Consideration as Contract: A Secular Natural Law of Contracts, 12 Tex. Rev. L. & 
Pol. 267 (2008); 

 Past the Pall of Orthodoxy, 111 Penn. St. L. Rev. 863 (2007); 
 Eminent Domain Abuse in Minnesota, 62 Bench & B. Minn. 19 (2005); 



 

Page 6 of 24 
 

 Reconsidering F.H. Prince & Co., 19 C.B.A. Rec. 38 (2005); 
 Jurisdiction Lost? 18 C.B.A. Rec. 53 (2004); 
 The Patriot Act of 2001, 17 C.B.A. Rec. 28 (2003); 
 The Illinois Misnomer Statute, 16 C.B.A. Rec. 39 (2002). 

 
 Public Policy Research – Regulatory/Eminent Domain Reform 

 Walt Disney’s Vision Inspires the Prosperity States Initiative: How Prosperity 
Districts Adopt and Improve on the Disney World Model (Compact for America 
Educ. Found. 2016)—with Baker Spring and Sam Batkins; 

 The Prosperity Zone Compact: Leveraging the Power and Promise of Interstate 
Compacts to Bring Back the American Dream (Compact for America Educ. Found. 
2016); 

 Moving Forward: A Road Map for Choice and Competition (Goldwater Institute 
2013)—with Drs. Andrew Kleit and Byron Schlomach; 

 The Missing Reform: Regulatory Tax Credits (Goldwater Institute 2011)—with Dr. 
Byron Schlomach; 

 A Charter for a ‘New Indiana City:’ Eight Principles and 27 Recommendations to 
Restore Liberty in Your City, County and State (Indiana Policy Review 2010); 

 A New Charter for American Cities: 10 Rights to Restrain Government and Protect 
Freedom (Goldwater Institute 2009); 

 The Land of 10,000 Lakes Drowns Entrepreneurs in Regulations (IJ 2006). 
 

 Public Policy Research – Labor Relations 
 Airing Out the Smoke-Filled Rooms: Bringing Transparency to Public Union 

Collective Bargaining (Goldwater Institute 2013); 
 Save Taxpayers Tens of Billions of Dollars: End Government Sector Collective 

Bargaining (Goldwater Institute 2012)—with Steve Slivinski; 
 No Taxpayer Subsidies for Employee Unions (Goldwater Institute 2011). 

 
Public Policy Research – Fiscal Reform 

 The Non-Partisan Solution to the Civil Rights Issue of the Age: the Compact for 
America Balanced Budget Amendment (Compact for America Educ. Found. 2017)—
with Harold R. DeMoss III; 

 Recognizing Pension Fund Insolvency: A Catalyst for Reform (Goldwater Institute 
2013)—with Dr. Byron Schlomach. 

 
Public Policy Research – Federalism 

 Viva National League of Cities! (Library of Law & Liberty 2017); 
 We Should Accept the Supreme Court’s Invitation to Check and Balance 

Washington, D.C. (Library of Law and Liberty 2012); 
 Federalism DIY: 10 Ways for States to Check and Balance Washington (Goldwater 

Institute 2011); 
 Breaking the Grip of Funded Federal Mandates (Wyoming Liberty Group 2009) 

 
 Public Policy Research – First Amendment 

 In Defense of Private Civic Engagement: Why the Assault on “Dark Money” 
Threatens Free Speech and How to Stop the Assault (Heartland Institute 2015); 

 Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission: A Case for Limiting Campaign 



 

Page 7 of 24 
 

Finance Regulations (Goldwater Institute 2010). 
 
Public Policy Research – Constitutional Reform 

 A Logical Extension of Congressional Tradition: Using a Concurrent Resolution to 
Partner with the States on an Article V Compact (Compact for America Educ. Found. 
2017)—with Rick Masters, JD, Dr. Kevin Gutzman, Dr. John Eastman, Ilya Shapiro, 
JD, Gregory Snowden, JD and Judge Harold R. DeMoss, Jr.; 

 Clearly Constitutional: The Article V Compact (Compact for America Educ. Found. 
2016)—with Dr. Kevin Gutzman, Dr. John Eastman, Ilya Shapiro, Gregory Snowden, 
and Judge Harold R. DeMoss, Jr.; 

 FAQ Series: Doesn't the Article V Convention Draft the Amendment? (Compact for 
America Educ. Found. 2016); 

 “Article V 2.0” in a Nutshell: The Balanced Budget Compact (Compact for America 
Educ. Found. 2016); 

 A Guidebook for Deploying Article V as the Founders Actually Intended: The 
Application & Convention Mode of Proposing Amendments (Compact for America 
Educ. Found. 2016)—with Dr. Kevin Gutzman; 

 Rooted in the Tenth Amendment: The Article V Convention (Compact for America 
Educ. Found. 2016); 

 How Congress Can Partner with the States on a Federal Balanced Budget 
Amendment (Compact for America Educ. Found. 2015); 

 Why Your State Should Compact for a Federal Balanced Budget Amendment 
(Compact for America Educ. Found. 2015); 

 Why Michigan Should Compact for a Federal Balanced Budget Amendment 
(Mackinac Center for Public Policy 2015); 

 Introducing “Article V 2.0:” The Compact for a Balanced Budget (Heartland Institute 
2014); 

 Using a Compact for Article V Amendments: Experts Answer FAQs (Goldwater 
Institute 2014)—with Ilya Shapiro, Dr. Kevin Gutzman and Judge Harold R. 
DeMoss, Jr.; 

 States Can Fix the National Debt: Reforming Washington with the Compact for 
America Balanced Budget Amendment (Goldwater Institute 2013); 

 Use It or Lose It: Why States Should Not Hesitate to Wield their Article V Powers 
(Library of Law and Liberty 2012). 

 
Public Policy Research – General 

 2013 Legislative Report Card for Arizona (Goldwater Institute 2013); 
 2012 Legislative Report Card for Arizona (Goldwater Institute 2012); 
 2011 Legislative Report Card for Arizona (Goldwater Institute 2011); 
 Education Savings Accounts: Giving Parents Control of Their Children's Education 

(Goldwater Institute 2011)—with Dr. Matthew Ladner; 
 2010 Legislative Report Card for Arizona (Goldwater Institute 2010); 
 Reconsidering McDonald v. Chicago: How the 14th Amendment Obliges States to 

Protect the Fundamental Right to Bear Arms (Goldwater Institute 2010); 
 50 Bright Stars: An Assessment of Each State’s Constitutional Commitment to 

Limited Government (Goldwater Institute 2009). 
 
Print/Online Media – Professional 
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 Fighting Half the Battle, 20 C.B.A. Rec. 55 (2006) (book review); 
 America's Early Archivist, 18 C.B.A. Rec. 65 (2004) (book review); 
 Judge R. Eugene Pincham, 19 C.B.A. Rec. 54 (2005) (interview); 
 U.S. District Court Judge Brian Barnett Duff, 18 C.B.A. Rec. 43 (2004) (interview); 
 U.S. District Court Judge Mark Filip, 18 C.B.A. Rec. 52 (2004) (interview); 
 Judge Arnette R. Hubbard, 18 C.B.A. Rec. 48 (2004) (interview); 
 Judge Sheldon C. Garber, 17 C.B.A. Rec. 42 (2003) (interview). 

 
Print/Online Media – Regulatory/Eminent Domain Reform 

 “Prosperity States” Give Freedom a Chance, Ricochet.com, Feb. 9, 2017—with Sen. 
Steve Montenegro (AZ); 

 The Prosperity States Initiative: A Policy Lesson from “When Harry Met Sally,” 
Atlas Network, Oct. 2016; 

 Utilities Don’t Want Consumer Choice, The Arizona Republic, Aug. 26, 2013; 
 Tax Credit Could Guard Against Regulatory Abuse, The Arizona Republic, February 

25, 2012;  
 Consumers Win with Competition in Electricity, The Arizona Republic, January 9, 

2010; 
 Deregulation Can Help Fix Education Crisis, The Arizona Republic, Feb. 21, 2009; 
 No: Trust Duluth's Consumers and Taxi Drivers to Get the Price Right, Duluth News-

Trib., Sept. 25, 2006; 
 A Big 10 Cheer for Courts Ending Eminent Domain Abuse, Minn. Law., Aug. 7, 

2006; 
 Capricious Use of Eminent Domain Hampers Businesses, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Jan. 

5, 2006. 
 
Print/Online Media – Labor Relations 

 Time to End the “Meet And Confer” Shakedown, Peoria Times, March 9, 2012; 
 It’s Time to Burst the Special-Interest Election Bubble, North Scottsdale Independent, 

March 7, 2012. 
 
Print/Online Media – Fiscal Reform 

 In Detroit, Bankruptcy May Be the Hidden Elixir of Pension Reform, Daily Caller, 
Dec. 2013; 

 Paying Down State Debt a Good Move, Green Valley News & Sun, Jan. 14, 2012; 
 It’s Time to Square Up the State’s Debt, Nogales International, Jan. 13, 2012. 

 
Print/Online Media – Federalism 

 While the Feds Dither, States Quarantine Ebola Health Care Workers at the Border, 
Daily Caller, October 2014; 

 What Do Cheater’s Revenge and Plastic Guns Have in Common? National 
Constitution Center, Nov. 2013; 

 There’s Nothing But the Long Game and the States Now, Politichicks.com, Oct. 
2013; 

 Showdown at the Red Tape Corral. The Washington Examiner, Aug. 1, 2012. 
 
Print/Online Media – Constitutional Reform 

 Balanced Budget Amendment or Bust, Ricochet.com, Sept. 2017; 



 

Page 9 of 24 
 

 Article V Conventions and the Tenth Amendment Go Hand in Hand, Federalist 
Society, Feb. 2016; 

 It is Time to Make the Debt Ceiling Debate, Real Western Free Press, Feb. 2015; 
 Don’t Embrace Big Federal Government, Support the Compact for a Balanced 

Budget, Ricochet.com, Jan. 2015; 
 Fed Up with the Political Class’s Cash Machine? Balance the Budget, The Times 

Herald, Nov. 2014; 
 So What Are the D.C. Insiders Really Afraid of? National Constitution Center, Nov. 

2014—with Professor Lawrence Lessig; 
 No Reason to Be Wary of a Constitutional Convention [sic], Washington Post, Oct. 

2014—with Professor Lawrence Lessig; 
 Why Constitutionalists Should No Longer Fear an Article V Convention, Wisconsin 

Daily Independent, Sept. 2014; 
 Introducing “Article V 2.0:" The Compact for a Balanced Budget, Pelican Post 

(Pelican Institute), Aug. 2014; 
 Alaska is Poised to Link Arms with Georgia to Fix the National Debt, Alaska Policy 

Forum, April 2014; 
 Did George Washington Tell a Lie About State Control Over Article V Amendments? 

National Constitution Center, Jan. 2014; 
 States Can Unite to Rein in Feds on Spending, Georgia Public Policy Foundation, 

January 2014; 
 Fulfilling the Promise of Article V with an Interstate Compact, National Constitution 

Center, Dec. 2013; 
 Using the States to Fix Washington, Ricochet.com, Oct. 2013; 
 State legislatures Need to Invoke Article V, The Bismarck Tribune, Nov. 22, 2010. 

 
Print/Online Media – First Amendment 

 Debate on the Merits Anyone? How to Protect Freedom of Speech in a World that 
Increasingly Despises Honest Debate, American Spectator, April 2015; 

 The New Left’s War on Private Civic Engagement, Daily Caller, Nov. 2013; 
 First Amendment deserves equal respect as Second, North Scottsdale Independent, 

June 6, 2012; 
 It’s Time to Reform AZ’s Lobbying Laws, Nogales International, June 1, 2012; 
 Letter to the Editor: Election Financing, The New York Times, April 21, 2011—with 

Bill Maurer; 
 State Stifles Free Speech in Advertising, Duluth News-Trib., Oct. 26, 2005. 

 
Print/Online Media – General 

 What the Trump Feeding Frenzy Means, Ricochet.com, Aug. 25, 2018; 
 The Great Exacerbation: Trump’s Pipeline Politics Will Cripple the Democratic 

Party, Daily Caller, Feb. 2017; 
 What NLRB v. Canning Really Means: Sue, Sue Again, and Keep Suing, Daily 

Caller, June 2014; 
 411 and 412 protect citizens from government grabs, The Arizona Republic, Oct. 8, 

2010; 
 State Constitutions Defend Against Federal Intrusion, Birmingham News, Sept. 17, 

2009; 
 Letter to the Editor: Group Generates Ideas to Put AZ Back in Black, Tucson Citizen, 
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Nov. 28, 2008; 
 Stop City’s Creeping Tyranny, Red Wing Repub. Eagle, Nov. 16, 2006. 

 
Significant Work(s) in Progress/Unpublished Work(s) 

 Federalism Curriculum; 
 Foundations of Liberty Curriculum; 
 Guardian of the Public Trust: The Arizona Constitution; 
 Reclaiming Minnesota's Territorial Birthright: Why the Northwest Ordinance Restricts 

the State’s Power of Eminent Domain to Public Exigencies, Social Science Research 
Network, July 1, 2009. 
 

Significant ALEC-Approved Model Policies 
 Interstate Health Care Freedom Compact; 
 Sovereign State Compact; 
 Taxpayer Court Act; 
 Constitutional Defense Council Act; 
 Local Government Coordination Act; 
 Rural Decentralized Land Use Regulation Act; 
 State Legislatures United Compact; 
 Compact for America; 
 Compact for America Omnibus Concurrent Resolution; 
 Compact for America Balanced Budget Amendment. 
 

Significant Legislative Testimony 
 U.S. House Judiciary Committee Hearing, The Need for the Balanced Budget 

Amendment, July 27, 2017; 
 Arizona State Legislature, Joint Ad Hoc Committee on Prosperity Districts, December 

14, 2016; 
 Pennsylvania State Legislature, Senate and House State Government Committees, 

Amendments to the US Constitution through a Convention of States as Provided by 
Article V, April 13, 2015; 

 Congressional Field Hearing on IRS and EPA Abuse, August 22, 2013. 
 

Significant Media Appearances 
 Balanced Budget Amendment Debate with Prof. David Super, PBS Arizona Horizon, 

February 27, 2017; 
 Would a Balanced Budget Amendment Solve Federal Financial Issues? KJZZ Here and 

Now (NPR) (with Steve Goldstein), July 8, 2015; 
 Fox News – Fox & Friends – Government Union Release Time, November 26, 2013; 
 MSNBC - Melissa Harris-Perry Show - Panel discussion on Affirmative Action/State 

Sovereignty/VRA, June 16, 2013, http://www.nbcnews.com/id/52231520/ns/msnbc/; 
 MSNBC - Melissa Harris-Perry Show - Panel discussion on Second Amendment, 

February 24, 2013, http://www.nbcnews.com/id/50944567/ns/msnbc/; 
 Fox News – Fox & Friends – Tombstone Case, June 12, 2012; 
 Arizona Lawmakers Target Public Workers' Unions, NPR Morning Edition Morning 

Edition (with Ted Robbins), February 9, 2012; 
 Fox News – Freedom Watch – Arizona Clean Elections, June 29, 2011; 
 Supreme Court Rules on Ariz. Campaign Finance Law, NPR Morning Edition Morning 



 

Page 11 of 24 
 

Edition (with Peter Overby), June 28, 2011; 
 Fox News – Freedom Watch – Arizona Clean Elections, March 31, 2011; 
 High Court Takes Another Stab At Campaign Finance, NPR Morning Edition (NPR) 

Morning Edition (with Renee Montagne), March 28, 2011. 
 

Teaching Experience 
Regulatory/Eminent Domain Reform 

 East Valley Bar Association: Hawai’i Wildlife Fund v. Maui: A Clean Water Act 
Case, May 18, 2018; 

 Institute for the Study of Free Enterprise, Oklahoma State University: What 
Economic Liberty is and How to Restore It, October 2017; 

 ALEC Annual Convention: Restore Prosperity Now! June 28, 2016; 
 Eminent Domain Law 2006, Hennepin County Bar Association, 2006; 
 Kelo v. City of New London, League of Minnesota Cities, 2005; 
 The Law of Eminent Domain, University of Chicago, Clinic on Entrepreneurship, 

1999. 
 

Labor Relations 
 Federalist Society at Marquette Univ. Law School: Reforming Government Unions: 

Ensuring Public Servants Serve the Public, September 2014; 
 ALERA Government Union Reform Panel, April 2013. 

 
Federalism 

 Federalist Society at University of Idaho School of Law: What State Sovereignty Has 
to Do with Article V and the Electors Clause, March 3, 2021; 

 Federalist Society at Mitchell-Hamline School of Law: States Take Charge, October 
9, 2017; 

 Freedom Expo 2017: AZ at the Cutting Edge – Using Interstate Compacts for Free 
Market Reform and a Balanced Budget Amendment, March 2017;  

 East Valley Bar Association: Power and Promise of Interstate Compacts, October 
2016; 

 Federalist Society at University of Wyoming College of Law: The Town Too Tough 
to Die: How City of Tombstone v. U.S. Forest Service Illustrates that Federal Power 
Over Western Lands Threatens State Sovereignty, September 2014; 

 Federalist Society Podcast Debate: Water Access Rights: City of Tombstone v. USA, 
April 2013; 

 Federalism in Action Panel Discussion, 2013; 
 Philadelphia Society Regional Conference: How to Make Federalism Relevant to the 

Younger Generation, October 2012; 
 Federalist Society Podcast Debate: The Compact Clause and Interstate Compacts, 

February 2012; 
 State/Local-Federal Agency Coordination and Decentralized Land Use Regulation, 

ALEC Annual Convention, 2009. 
 

First Amendment 
 American Constitution Society/Federalist Society Debate at University of Arizona 

College of Law: Arizona's Voting Laws: Suppression or Protection? April 28, 2021; 
 Wayne Morse Center for Law & Politics at University of Oregon College of Law: 
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Should Money Talk? The Politics of Electing Judges, April 10, 2018; 
 Federalist Society at University of Oklahoma College of Law: The Dark Money 

Witch Hunt vs. Free Speech, November 14, 2017; 
 Federalist Society at Indiana University Law School: In Defense of Private Civic 

Engagement, February 2015; 
 Phoenix Law School: First Amendment Law and McComish v. Bennett, April 2013; 
 Cato Institute: A Government Thumb on the Election Scale? April 2011; 
 Whether a Free Republic is Well-Served by Recent Campaign Finance Decisions, 

VoteSmart.org, 2010. 
 

Constitutional Reform 
 Michigan Taxpayers Alliance: Dealing with the Debt, April 18, 2016; 
 FreedomFest 2015: Compact for America: How to Deploy the States’ Ultimate Power 

to Check and Balance Washington, July 11, 2015; 
 FreedomFest 2015: States Take Charge? Washington is Broken, Can the States Fix 

It? July 10, 2015; 
 Civitas: Conservative Leadership Conference-Compact for America & Convention of 

States: Why Article V, March 2015; 
 Cato Institute-Harnessing the Debt Debate to Limit Government: What Can Be Done 

to Check and Balance Washington? March 2015; 
 Heartland Institute Presents: Nick Dranias & Peter Ferrara: the Compact for a 

Balanced Budget, March 2015; 
 John Locke Foundation: States Take Charge-Why We Must Compact for a Balanced 

Budget Now! December 2014; 
 Federalist Society at Case Western Law School: States Take Charge! November 

2014; 
 Federalist Society at University of Alabama School of Law: States Take Charge! 

October 2014; 
 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting - Is it Time for an Article V 

Constitutional Convention? August 2014; 
 Federalist Society at University of Idaho College of Law: States Take Charge? May 

2014; 
 Federalist Society at Emory University School of Law: States Take Charge! February 

2014; 
 Federalist Society at University of Arkansas William H. Bowen School of Law: 

States Take Charge! February 2014; 
 Federalist Society at Temple University Beasley School of Law: States Take Charge! 

November 2013; 
 Federalist Society at University of South Carolina School of Law: States Take 

Charge! October 2013; 
 Federalist Society at Columbia Law School: States Take Charge? September 2013; 
 Federalist Society at the Ohio State University Michael E. Moritz College of Law: 

States Take Charge! September 2013; 
 University of Central Florida Conference on the Article V Convention, April 2013; 
 CPAC-Main Stage, Balanced Budget Amendment Panel, March 2013; 
 Federalist Society at Texas Wesleyan School of Law: Debate: Whether the States 

Should Invoke Article V, Starting March 2013; 
 TX Conservative Coalition Research Institute: Fixing the Federal Debt, March 2013; 



 

Page 13 of 24 
 

 Harvard Law School: Conference on the Constitutional Convention, September 2011. 
 
 General 

 Ethical and Legal Issues in Business, Grand Canyon University, Colangelo College of 
Business, Fall 2018; 

 Federalist Society at Oklahoma City University Law School, Trump the Court: What 
a 6-3 Originalist Court Could Mean for the Second Amendment, Free Speech, the 
Administrative State and Civil Rights, October 12, 2017; 

 U.S. Supreme Court Decision Texas v. Inclusive Communities, Disparate Impact and 
the Fair Housing Act, Arizona State Bar CLE, October 25, 2015; 

 Constitutional Judging with Justices Don Willett (TX), Barry Anderson (MN), 
Goodwin Liu (CA) and Judge Harold DeMoss II (U.S. Ct. App. 5th Circuit), 
Goldwater Institute, October 25, 2013; 

 How the Constitution Protects our Freedom and Why There is Hope, Language of 
Liberty Seminar Lecture, May 2013; 

 Constitution Day, League of Women Voters, September 2010; 
 Dialogue with Goldwater Institute: What is the Proper Role of Cities & Towns in 

Arizona? Arizona League of Cities and Towns Annual Conference, 2010; 
 Hanging Out Your Shingle: What You Should Know Before You Go Into Solo or a 

Small Practice, Chicago Bar Association, 2005; 
 The Death Penalty: To Resume or Not to Resume, Chicago Bar Assoc. CLE, 2004. 
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 Ghosts of Clean Elections: Remaining law could be obstacle to increasing 

campaign contribution limits in Arizona, The Arizona Capitol Times, June 20, 
2011; 

 The dirty little secret of Ariz.’s Clean Elections, The Arizona Republic, May 13, 
2011; 

 High court should toss election law, Northwest Florida Daily News, April 18, 
2011; 
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9, 2010; 
 Capitol Alert: Supreme Court blocks Arizona public finance money, Sacramento 

Bee, June 8, 2010; 
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 Goldwater Institute appeals to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy for 

matching funds ruling, The Arizona Capitol Times, May 25, 2010; 
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program, Arizona Capitol Times, January 20, 2010; 
 Ruling on Clean Elections delayed, The Arizona Republic, January 16, 2010; 
 Matching funds in peril; higher courts might weigh in, Arizona Capitol Times, 

January 15, 2010; 
 Does “Net Neutrality” Violate The First Amendment? Targeted News Service, 

November 11, 2009; 
 Opponents say Arizona's Clean Elections impedes free speech; supporters say it 

levels campaign field, Arizona Capitol Times, June 19, 2009; 
 U.S. District Court judge: Arizona's matching campaign funds survive – for now, 

Arizona Capitol Times, October 17, 2008; 
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 Challenge to Clean Elections is rejected, The Arizona Republic, October 15, 
2008; 

 Judge refuses to halt Ariz. extra campaign money, The Associated Press State & 
Local Wire, October 14, 2008; 

 U.S. District Court judge delays decision on whether to halt Clean Elections, 
funding, Arizona Capitol Times, October 10, 2008; 

 District 30 primary another black mark on Clean Elections, Tucson Citizen, 
September 11, 2008; 

 U.S. District Court rejects mural owner's free speech claims, Daily Record, 
November 16, 2007; 

 Lawsuit challenges state ban on online wine sales, The Associated Press, October 
13, 2005. 

 
Constitutional Reform 

 Martha Roby: Congress should be required to pass yearly budget on time, 
Montgomery Advertiser, August 9, 2017; 

 How States Are Trying to Force Federal Government to Control Spending, The 
Daily Signal, April 11, 2017; 

 The Constitutional Convention 2016? Some liberals and conservatives are 
teaming up in an effort to rewrite the Constitution, Slate.com, January 26, 2016; 

 Getting a Balanced Budget via Article V Constitutional Convention 2.0: Nick 
Dranias of the “Compact for America” Explains How 38 States Could Force 
Congress to Spend Within Its Means, Reason.com, May 16, 2015; 

 Embracing an Article V Convention, Idaho State Journal, September 21, 2014; 
 America, Our Debt-Ridden Nation, PA Pundits, August 29, 2014; 
 The U.S. Needs a Constitution, Here's How to Write It, Atlantic Online, 

November 2, 2013; 
 A How-To Guide to Blowing Up the Constitution, National Journal, October 31, 

2013 
 Mark Levin’s Game Changer: Pulling the Emergency Cord To Stop the Runaway 

Federal Freight Train, Intellectual Conservative, August 24, 2013; 
 Constitutional Convention Call Gains Traction, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 

December 12, 2011; 
 Rebooting the Republic, American Conservative, November 2011; 
 Momentum builds for National debt relief amendment, The Easley Progress, 

October 21, 2011; 
 Unconventional Meeting of Minds; Scholars and Tea Partyers gather to consider 

changing the Constitution, The Chronicle of Higher Education, September 18, 
2011; 

 Ariz. taking up fight to limit federal authority, Gannett News Service, February 5, 
2011; 

 Who’s Afraid of a Constitutional Convention? Cato@Liberty, February 3, 2011; 
 Mo. lawmaker wants states to have say on US debt, The Associated Press State & 

Local Wire, February 1, 2011; 
 States’ control of debt ceiling sought Majority of states would be required to OK 

upping federal limit, under lawmaker's resolution, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
February 1, 2011; 

 ND amendment would restrict federal debt increases, The Associated Press State 
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& Local Wire, January 20, 2011; 
 Legislators seek constitutional amendment to limit federal borrowing, The 

Arizona Capitol Times, January 12, 2011. 
 

General 
 Moderator, Arizona Attorney General Candidate Debate, April 14, 2022; 
 Constitutional Expert (recurring guest), J.T. Harris Show (Phoenix AM550), 

November 12, 2020, March 25, 2019, October 1, 2018, September 24, 2018, 
August 24, 2018, July 10, 2018, June 26, 2018, Feb. 26, 2018, Feb. 2, 2018, Sept. 
14, 2017, Oct. 26, 2016, Aug. 29, 2016; 

 Constitutional Expert (recurring guest), Mike Check with Mike Shaw (Tucson 
AM1030), June 19, 2018, April 30, 2018, March 26, 2018, Feb. 23, 2018, June 
22, 2017; 

 Constitutional Expert, ChoiceMedia.TV, June 29, 2018; 
 Constitutional Expert, Jay Lawrence Show, September 3, 2018; 
 Bill binds AZ, other states on gun laws, Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), May 10, 

2016; 
 Bill proposed to deny state voters the right to make laws, Sierra Vista Herald, 

May 9, 2016; 
 Judge Could Torpedo NSA Surveillance Programs Monday, U.S. News & World 

Report, November 13, 2013; 
 Mont. bar of US regulation of guns made in state tossed, Arizona Daily Star, 

August 24, 2013; 
 Irate Goldwater refuses to answer senator’s questions on its ties to ALEC, The 

Arizona Republic, August 11, 2013; 
 Clint Bolick and the Goldwater Institute Quietly Transforming the Country, Right 

Wing News, October 3, 2012; 
 DeChristopher supporters stage peaceful protest at ALEC convention, Deseret 

Morning News, July 26, 2012; 
 Chief Justice John Roberts: Trojan Horse? Right Wing News, June 29, 2012; 
 Apps used to report community issues, The Arizona Republic, April 29, 2012; 
 Groups spending big on city vote, The Arizona Republic, November 4, 2011; 
 Arizona Rep. Judy Burges, Sen. Ron Gould top Goldwater Institute report card, 

The Arizona Capitol Times, August 25, 2011; 
 Donations sought to unblock Ariz. immigration law, The Associated Press State 

& Local Wire, August 21, 2011; 
 Arizona proposal would consolidate municipal and state elections, The Arizona 

Capitol Times, July 18, 2011; 
 Beat ‘em or join ‘em? Federal health care law forces Arizona lawmakers to decide 

what they dislike less, The Arizona Capitol Times, July 11, 2011; 
 Freedom Thrives with Everyday Citizens in State Legislatures, States News 

Service, June 22, 2011; 
 A Washington Power Breaker, Congressional Quarterly Weekly, June 4, 2011; 
 Ask again later... Arizona Gov. Brewer's vetoes have some GOP conservatives 

searching for answers, The Arizona Capitol Times, May 5, 2011; 
 Arizona Governor Jan Brewer's vetoes draw ire from conservatives, The Arizona 

Capitol Times, May 3, 2011; 
 Arizonans give governor lots of advice on bills, The Associated Press State & 
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Local Wire, April 24, 2011; 
 Greeting from the NGA Summit, The Hotline, February 28, 2011; 
 Don’t tread on Arizona cities, The Arizona Republic, February 10, 2011; 
 Commentary: Top Arizona movers and shakers of 2010, The Arizona Capitol 

Times, December 30, 2010; 
 The States That Can Say No, Slate Magazine, December 6, 2010; 
 Informal panel formulating ideas to help Phoenix grow, The Arizona Republic, 

November 10, 2010 Wednesday; 
 Three Arizona cases before Supreme Court this term, The Arizona Capitol Times, 

October 2, 2010; 
 Did institute cross the line? The Arizona Republic, April 23, 2010; 
 “Trespass” removed from Arizona immigration bill, The Arizona Capitol Times, 

March 30, 2010; 
 Republicans held their own at Obama’s health forum, The Arizona Republic, 

February 28, 2010; 
 Wish lists offered for Phoenix for 2010, The Arizona Republic, January 2, 2010; 
 Arizona prepared as War College says military must be prepared for civil unrest, 

Phoenix Business Journal, December 17, 2008; 
 Landlords, renters sue Red Wing on inspections, Star Tribune, November 16, 

2006; 
 All of our liberties are intertwined, Saint Paul Pioneer Press, October 26, 2005. 

 
Current Speaking Topics (2021-22) 

 Renewing Liberty, Justice and Limited Government: How Deep Reforms in Small 
Jurisdictions Could Turn the Tide. 

 The “Dark Money” Witch Hunt versus Free Speech 
 Compact for America vs. Convention of States vs. BBATF: What are the Actual 

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Various Article V Convention Efforts? 
 Limitless Federal Debt: The Root Cause of All Federal Overreach 
 Why State Sovereignty, not Historical Custom and Practice, is the Foundation of 

an Article V “Convention of States” 
 What Economic Liberty is and How to Restore It 
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